Recently, many universities have started to do their best to enhance their contribution in the scientific publication. Thus, researchers and faculty members have been offered many various financial and promotional incentives for publishing their papers in international journals, particularly the ISI ones. The present study aims to identify the opportunities and obstacles that faculty members at Najran University can obtain by publishing in ISI journals. In addition, distinction of the most important obstacles that can hinder such publication was another aim of the present study. Based on intensive review of related literature and a series of structured interviews, a questionnaire was developed, validated and verified. A stratified sampling method was used to choose participants of this study. Findings revealed that the contribution of ISI Journals to the identification of globally well-known journals, the development of participants' skills of refereed scientific publication in international journals, and the provision of positive attitudes towards scientific publication were the most important opportunities researchers have got. However, high standards of ISI journals, mastery of foreign languages, mainly English, and the originality of high intellectual topics were the most important barriers or obstacles that faculty members encountered when trying to publish their article papers in ISI journals. No statistically significant differences due to study variables regarding the opportunities were found. Nevertheless, significant differences due to specialization and previous knowledge of publication in ISI Journals were found.
Introduction
The emergence of electronic journals has made a tremendous revolution in the fields of scientific and electronic publication. In light of this technological change, which helped widening the scientific research and increased beneficiaries, concepts of electronic publication have been affected, too. It has also brought about fundamental changes in the scientific communication between specialists and pushed scientific research forward. Scientific research and publication are very important, and because of this, many forums and conferences in the field of scientific research have recommended the interest in this field as it is a proof of countries' progress. The report of the regional seminar for scientific publication in 2012 called for paying attention to the applied researches that result in the interest of the community. It also stressed on the importance of scientific publishing in the field of humanities and social sciences, especially foreign languages in general and English in particular in order to promote Arab universities classification in the field of publishing in international journals. The scientific research is a prerequisite among the universities now, as some international rankings of universities are based on the amount of the scientific publications that have been published by faculty members, the type of publication vessels in which members' scientific production in various specialized areas is disseminated. Therefore, many universities have urged their members and encouraged them to spread their production in scientific journals, (Tartouri, 2010) . Shirazi (2011) argues that quantity and quality of articles published in ISI journals can shed light on the scientific capabilities of a country and can be used as a yardstick to assess its development. publication is a competitive one where numerous articles and research papers are presented whereas few are accepted. Since this competition is intensive, there should be a search for the main factors, which help or hinder the process of publishing in such prestigious scientific journals. Apart from its quality, Bol & Hacker (2013) stress the importance of an article paper to be written well in order to reach intended audience. They admit that publishing in high quality journals is difficult and time consuming. But since a researcher wishes to contribute to research literature, he should be patient and tolerate going through many steps to get his paper published. Moghaddam and Hasanzadeh (2013) aimed to study the factors that inhibit women ISI research productivity. Findings showed that the most restraining factors that affect negatively scholarly articles publication by Iranian women were: shortcomings in the existing laws; stereotypes and beliefs concerning women; family work; social and cultural contingencies; child care and low collaboration with male colleagues. Hall, et. al. (2007 , kyvik & Olsen (2008 , and Lissoni, et. al. (2011) agreed on the age of faculty member and the lack of newcomers to revitalize research as the main obstacles hindering scientific production and publication. Stack (2004) mentioned that the difficulty to balance between faculty member's professional and family life is another barrier. Hughes (1996) considered the low competitiveness between male and female colleagues as a main hindrance of scientific production and publication. Abramo, et. al. (2009) added that the lack of collaboration and communication among male and female colleagues and low human relations could also inhibit and limit publication. Fonseca et. al. (1997) , and Barjak, (2006) elaborated on the fact that as well as success breeds success, failure always breeds nothing except failure. They all agreed that factors like physically low stamina; low self-confidence and shortcomings in existing laws are some of the barriers encountering scientific publication. Kiewra (2008) states that researchers usually invest much time and effort to produce high quality research with the result that fair or unfair rejections can be received. Nevertheless, they have to be resilient and keep trying to publish their article papers. They should reflect failure into success. They should look at negative reviews as opportunities for improvement. Positive points should strengthen their work not disappoint them. Okoye (2010) explored to what degree academic librarians accept the use of Impact Factor (IF) to assess their academic performance. Findings showed that many authors believed that (IF) could be used to gauge the importance, collection and mission of journals, but not to assess the quality of research or publications. Few people understand (IF) and so its value and use to assess academic performance is questionable despite the defense provided by it advocators that there is no better alternative. Fiske and Fogg (1990) argued that publication in IF journal is a gain for any researcher although the reviewing phase is sometimes discouraging. All IF journals make their decision regarding publishing in accordance to the reviewers' viewpoints even though these reviewers have no sufficient experience in manuscript review. All what they have is consultation from colleagues who are earlier in this task and so quality of reviews vary greatly. Bol and Hacker (2013) opposed the view of Fiske and Fogg (1990) claiming that the ultimate goal of reviewing is to promote not to discourage high quality research/ study that will further the researcher's knowledge and understanding. Cameron (2005) criticizes ISI journals for two main reasons. The fact that built-in bias of ISI's selection indicates the exclusion of many other foreign language journals leading to classifying most of journals in English in the top of the list of ISI journals with highest impact factors. The other reason for this criticism is the fact that many researchers in non-English speaking nations who wish to ensure greater amount of prestige find themselves obliged to publish in a foreign journal. Shirazi (2011) also aimed to identify barriers that academics face in publishing papers in ISI social/humanity science journals. Findings revealed that lack of proficiency in a foreign language; poor information technology infrastructure; inadequate access to international scientific databases and uncontrollable factors related to the nature of social science disciplines and political climate were the major barriers that inhibit publication in ISI journals. Lages, et al. (2014) investigated the reasons why Middle East and Africa-based studies in high-quality international journals are rare. Results proved that data access and data collection issues; diversity of the region; and lack of research support infrastructure were the most inhibiting research barriers. With regard to those barriers related to Middle East, data validity and reliability; language barriers; data collection issues; and availability of a network were the obstacles facing researchers there. In addition, editors and reviewers' low interest and limited knowledge were ranked high in both regions. Researchers in South Africa, Israel, and Turkey seemed to encounter less barriers than researchers in the rest of the two regions.
In conclusion, publishing in ISI journals is a profit for each researcher or faculty member. Their work will be globally marketed despite the many difficulties they may face. Therefore, the present study aims to look for the chances that researchers will inevitably get when publishing in one of those ISI journals. On the other side, the study will try to point out some of the obstacles, researchers may encounter.
Statement of the Problem
Scientific publication is now considered the most important thing by which researchers exchange scientific knowledge between them. Through this publication, they share their productions to enrich the scientific and societal contributions. At present, scientific researches of high quality and intellectual originality have become a prerequisite of quality and university prosperity. There has been a global competition for the type of publication offered by each university through its researchers. Competition has also involved interest to publish in journals that have high impact factors. Publication in scientific journals that have high international impact factors has become a standard for university classification in accordance to the contribution of faculty members to publish in these ISI journals, the quality of published research, and its impact on researchers and knowledge community. Najran University, as well as other universities all over the world cares about the quality of its faculty members and their scientific research potentials. As a growing university, it seeks to occupy an advanced rank among nationally and internationally remarkable universities. It has instructed the deanship of scientific research to fund only those studies, articles, and researches that are published in ISI journals. Thus, researchers of the faculty members will not get the financial support unless their articles are published in the ISI journals.
Najran University, as well as other higher institutions all over the world, has taken seriously the matter of evaluating faculty members in accordance to how many article they have been published in ISI journals. Thus, faculty members at Najran University have begun looking forward to publishing their articles in ISI journals and consequently get the financial support. Hence, they have started to develop themselves with regard to their English language, which is the main language of such journals. They also have begun to search for these ISI journals and adapt their articles to the conditions and styles of the journal they have chosen. To do so, they have begun to encounter problems whether because of their language accuracy or conditions imposed by each journal. Therefore, the idea of the present study has been developed to investigate the most important difficulties as well as the most important benefits faculty members or researchers at Najran university may encounter.
Importance of the Study
Today, the country's extent of participation in generating and managing knowledge is accounted for as a main key criterion that measures its development and prosperity. Quantifying its knowledge wealth and production in a given year is one means to assess its position in knowledge management. The number of articles that scientists, researchers and faculty members publish in ISI journals often determines this position, (Shirazi, 2011) . Evaluating faculty members' Academic performance based on their research papers in high-impact factor international journals is nearly spreading all over the world. Reactions towards this new trend have been rising in developing as well as developed countries. Nevertheless, research is still insufficient to enable decision takers to get clear picture, (Okoye, 2010) . Therefore, findings of the present study can shed light on the opportunities researchers obtain by publishing in ISI journals. On the other hand, the study is hoped to make clearer the barriers that inhibit researchers from this kind of publication.
Aims of the Study
The present study seeks to:
1. identify the importance of publishing in ISI for faculty members, 2. identify the most important opportunities provided by publication in ISI for faculty members, 3. identify the most important difficulties researchers faced when publishing in IS, and 4. conclude a number of recommendations and suggestions, which may help researchers in Saudi universities, especially Najran University to publish in ISI journals.
Questions of the study
The present study aims to answer the following questions:
1. What are the main publication opportunities in ISI journals from the perspective of researchers at Najran University?
2. What are the main publication obstacles in ISI journals from the perspective of researchers at Najran University?
3. What is the effect of variables like (gender -specialization-level of English language -papers published in ISI journals) on the views of researchers at Najran University with regard to the opportunities of publishing in ISI journals?
4. What is the effect of variables like (gender -specialization-level of English language -papers published in ISI journals) on the views of researchers at Najran University with regard to the obstacles of publishing in ISI journals?
6. Theoretical Background Deopold (1979) defines scientific research as an accurate, organized and critical attempt to find solutions to the various problems that face and arise the anxiety and bewilderment of humans. it is an attempt to discover, explore, test, and develop knowledge. It aims to investigate and criticize knowledge then display it intelligently to move forward and contribute effectively to global civilization. Scientific publication is making available the researcher's scientific output of to the whole community via specific publication vessels. ISI publications are of various types such as paper and electronic publishing or through specialized institutions, which are nationally, regionally, or internationally refereed. Without scientific publication, neither true scientific progress nor reliable scientific research with documents results that benefit the community will be.
Aims of Scientific Publications
Harzing (2013) believes that Scientific Publications aims to:
1. contribute to the enrichment of knowledge society;
2. produce researches of high quality and impact on society;
3. contribute to community service by providing solutions to problems;
4. academic and vocational training on research writing in the area of specialization;
5. create a competition among researchers and universities regarding scientific and knowledge produce and 6. develop and discover new fields of knowledge.
Importance of Global Scientific Publication
Harzing (2013) believes that Scientific Publication is important because:
1. it contributes to the upgrading of human thought, which gives Scientific Publications the real value;
2. it is the product of varied research, which discusses impact factor problems; 3. it represents specialists' theses in the topics of human knowledge; 4. it opens prospects for new and ongoing developments in the current world in all fields, which in turn helps improve the standards of living; 5. it raises the level of the developing countries classification to developed ones in the scientific and technical side and 6. it raises many questions and inquiries, which represents a starting point for further studies. 
What is ISI Journal Citation Reports on the

What is Impact Factor (IF)?
Impact factor is a quasi-qualitative indicator, which measures Journals' prestige and international visibility, (Maria & Fernandez, 2002) . It is also the accredited and approved party in the academic circles worldwide in this regard. Furthermore, it is a scale for the importance of the refereed scientific journals within different fields of research that reflects the extent by which new papers refer to and cite previous studies, (Thomson Reuters, 2015) .
What is the (ISI) Journal for Online Citation Reports?
ISI Journal for online citation reports provides systematic and objective means to evaluate critically the world's leading research journals. It also offers a unique perspective to assess and compare the journal through the collection and tabulation of citation number of articles by all specialists in the fields of science, technology and social sciences. It also helps users to compare between journals and find out the most important ones for them, (Thomson Reuters, 2015) . Garfield (1994) introduces Journal's Impact Factor saying that it is a measure of the frequency with which an average article in a journal has been cited in a particular year or period. It is calculated by dividing the number of current year citations to the source items published in that journal during the previous two years.
Methodology
The descriptive approach was used in the present study. The study instrument (questionnaire) was developed by reference to the related literature and previous studies. SPSS program was used for data analysis.
Population & Sample
All faculty members at Najran University constituted the population of the present study. All researchers who had articles published and funded by the Deanship of Scientific Research were purposefully chosen and therefore constituted the sample. Participants' total number was (114) faculty members of various specializations.
Instrument
To accomplish the purposes of the present study, the researcher developed a two-dimension questionnaire. The first dimension included the expected opportunities while the second one involved all expected obstacles. It was validated through administering it to a group of arbitrators whose viewpoints were highly considered. Questionnaire's reliability was tested, too. Internal consistency was elicited through an exploratory sample consisted of (17) external participants according to Cronbach Alpha. Results are shown in table (1). 
Results & Discussion
Findings Related to the First Question
To answer the first question, which aimed to identify the most important publication opportunities in ISI journals from the perspective of researchers at Najran University, the descriptive statistics for the questionnaire's items and dimensions were calculated. Table ( 2) shows the results. The whole questionnaire 2.67 0.30 High Table ( 2) reveals that researchers at Najran University agree to a very high degree that publication in ISI Journals provides them with many opportunities in this area (M= 2.67). The table also is evident that the most important opportunities as perceived by those researchers are "it contributes to identification of globally well-known journals (M=2.91); it develops the skills of refereed scientific publication in international journals (M=2.91); and it provides the research with positive attitudes toward scientific publication (M=2.82)."It highlights the scientific work and its contribution to area of specialization (M=2.80); and it helps the researcher to choose the best scientific journals through comparing them in terms of their impact factors (M=2.80 were also of similar importance. These results confirm that publication in ISI Journals contributes to the identification of globally prestigious journals, develops scientific and refereed publishing skills in international journals, and provides the researcher with positive attitudes towards scientific publication. It also plays a significant role in shedding light on the research work and the extent of its contribution to the field of specialization. It helps researchers to choose the best scientific journals through comparing between them in terms of their impact factors. Furthermore, all statements mentioned in table (2) were highly considered opportunities of publishing in ISI Journals. This, in turn indicates the awareness of faculty members at Najran University of the importance of publishing in ISI journals in addition to the opportunities that can be available for them by doing so.
Findings Related to the Second Question
To answer the second question, which aimed to identify the main publication obstacles in ISI journals from the perspective of researchers at Najran University, the descriptive statistics for the questionnaire's items and dimensions were calculated. Table ( 3) shows the results. Table ( 3) shows that Najran University faculty members' responses mean of the obstacles they face during publication in ISI journals is (2.47) indicating a high degree of difficulty. Mean scores are evident that the most important and critical obstacles faced by those researchers at Najran University are "Publication in ISI journal requires high standards (M=2.78); knowledge of English language (M=2.73) and the need for originality of high intellectual topics; (M=2.70). The fact that it requires an advanced level of the writing style of the scientific research (M= 2.69) and the lack of Arab scientific journals included in the ISI (M=2.59) were also of the most common obstacles. All these obstacles emphasize the fact that researchers at Najran University suffer a lot when trying to publish their papers in these ISI journals.
Findings Related to the Third Question
To answer the third question, which stated, what is the effect of variables like (gender -specialization-level of English language -papers published in ISI journals) on the views of researchers at Najran University with regard to the opportunities of publishing in ISI journals? T. test was used to compare between these means of participants' responses. Results are shown in table (4) below. Table ( 4) illustrates that there is no statistically significant difference in the participants' responses with regard to the opportunities of publishing in ISI journals due to gender, Specialization, English language level, and papers published in ISI journals. The absence of any effect of these variables among faculty members at Najran University in accordance to the opportunities of publication in ISI journals is due to the fact that such publication provides the many opportunities regardless their specialization, gender, level of language, and whether they have publications in ISI journals or not. Publication in ISI journals is a real benefit to all without any other considerations since they are all fully aware of the importance of publishing in ISI journals.
Findings Related to the Fourth Question
To answer the fourth question that was about the effect of variables like (gender-specialization-level of English language -papers published in ISI journals) on the views of researchers at Najran University with regard to the obstacles of publishing in ISI journals, T. test was used to compare between these means of participants' responses. Results are shown in table (5) below. Table ( 5) reveals statistically significant differences in the participants' responses with regard to the obstacles of publishing in ISI journals due to specialization in favor of the scientific one, and papers published in ISI journals in favor of those who have already papers published in ISI journals. The difference that is due to specialization in favor of the scientific one can be explained by the fact scientific disciplines are of distinctive character in the field of scientific research in general, as in the medical, physical, chemical and engineering journals and other features. Research in these areas is characterized by authenticity, innovation and constructive ideas more than research in the field of human research, which is mostly analogy of human phenomena and behavior …etc. Research in the scientific field is normally conducted in English and if we go back to all journals included in ISI list we find them specialized in the scientific field compared with journals of humanitarian research. This will inevitably reduce the degree of scientific researchers' suffering and obstacles in the fields of publishing in ISI because their opportunities are more than the opportunities of researchers in humanitarian fields.
As for the research published in ISI journals, which was in favor of researchers who have already published papers in ISI journals, difference is there because they have acquired much experience and many skills such as the speed and easiness in the search for ISI journals. They have broken the barrier of fear and dread of publication in ISI. They have acquired positive attitudes towards doing so and other aspects that can reduce their publication obstacles. Nevertheless, there was no statistically significant difference in the obstacles of publishing in ISI journals due to gender and level of English. That is, there is no effect of gender on the researchers' degree of suffering of the obstacles related to publishing in ISI journals. As well as to language variable, English is not a major concern to researchers since the researcher can refer to language specialists. Researchers can benefit from the professional sites, which offer proofreading and editing services at a very high level.
Conclusion
The main aim of the present study was to shed light on the importance of publishing in ISI journals for faculty members and other researchers. Two main issues were surveyed. The first main issue was to identify the most important opportunities provided by publication in ISI for faculty members and researchers. The other main issue was to understand the most important difficulties faced by researchers when publishing in ISI journals. Results showed that all participant groups in the present study believed that publication in ISI journals is very important as it develops to a large extent their research skills and knowledge of globally recognized journals in their areas of specialty. Moreover, the study revealed the most important obstacles that hinder the researchers' efforts to publish in such journals, like for example their English language proficiency and accuracy. Researchers' experience was also a critical factor in their success to publish in ISI journal.
Recommendations
In light of these results, the researcher recommends:
1. Other researchers to conduct similar studies but taking into account other variables.
2. Universities and publishers to provide faculty members and other researchers with lists of these ISI journals making clear their impact factors, place of publication, fees, …etc.
3. Deanships of scientific research at universities to provide enough funding that can cover the Publication fees and make available the tools needed for search such as Internet, laptops, and data bases because all these ISI journals are online ones.
4. The necessity for universities to provide researchers and faculty members with editing, revising and online submitting services.
